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10 Honors HCTA: Recommended Timeline  
English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 

 
Directions: The timeline indicated below outlines a recommended schedule to follow for 
successful completion of your HCTA. This assignment has been designed to be completed 
within a two-week time frame.  
 
Each “step” should be completed over the course of two days. During the school year, you 
would think of each “step” as the items assigned for homework/due each class period.  
 
Step 1  

□ Read all materials provided (in this packet).  
□ Read “Anglo-Saxon Background Information.” 
□ Read the segments of Beowulf indicated on the Information Sheet.  

• You may want to take notes on passages relevant to the theme so they are easy to 
find when you need them later.  

• The theme is indicated at the top of the HCTA prompt.  
 
Step 2 

□ Review the segments of the text relevant to the theme looking for literary devices.  
• You will need to find three passages that each use at least two of the literary devices 

listed on the HCTA prompt.  
□ Complete the graphic organizer. 

 
Step 3 

□ Re-read the models, both of which provide examples of strong responses.  
□ Type your HCTA rough draft using the completed graphic organizer as a guide.  
□ Compare the overall quality of the models with the quality of your rough draft. 
□ Make revisions as necessary. 

 
Step 4 

□ Format your rough draft to meet MLA Style Convention requirements.  
• Use the “MLA Style Guide” document as a resource if needed. 

□ “Grade” your draft using the HCTA Rubric provided. 
□ Revise your rough draft improving weakness identified on the rubric.  

 
Step 5 

□ Read your rough draft.  
□ Revise your rough draft.  
□ Complete “HCTA Final Checklist” and revise if necessary.  
□ Submit your HCTA final draft on TurnItIn.com by September 15, 2015.  

URL: www.turnitin.com 
Class ID: 9840362 
Password: English (this password is case-sensitive, so be sure to use the capitalization indicated) 

 
Assignment for Late Enrollments, Transfer Students, & Procrastinators: 
The first two weeks of class will be spent discussing the aforementioned text. Be aware, while most 
students had the entire summer to synthesize the assignment, you will be expected to complete it within 
the first two weeks of the quarter. Your Honors teachers recognize the added workload from this course 
and additional courses; hence, begin enjoying this text at your earliest convenience. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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Anglo-Saxon Background Information (449 C.E. – 1066 C.E.) 
English 10 Honors  

 
Directions: The story of Beowulf was passed down through generations during the Anglo-Saxon period. 
Read the background information below to help you understand the historical context of the epic.  
 
Geographic and Political Information 
• Anglo-Saxon civilization was established on the island of Britain in the early 400s C.E. 

o Germanic tribes from present-day Denmark, Sweden, Holland, and northern Germany settled 
on the island of Britain  

 Groups include: Angles, Saxons, Jutes 
 Each tribe/clan led by a war-chief who ruled their “kingdom” and led a small army 
 Warrior code: taught that a warrior must fight and die for his leader, if necessary 

• Roman influence led to a switch from ancestral tribes to agricultural communities 
o Lived in family groups in villages 
o Often settled close to the sea and rivers – many were sailors too 

 
Cultural Information 
• Paganism in northern Germanic tribes 

o Warrior culture 
o Principal values: strength, courage, loyalty  

• Mead halls  
o Large wooden buildings where men gathered to drink mead (alcoholic beverage), listen to 

songs and stories  
 Mostly told epic stories and verse narratives accompanied by music 
 Scops (pronounced “shope”) – poet-singers who chanted stories from memory and 

usually played stringed instruments  
o Center of community, culture & entertainment; offered safety against violence  

• Language 
o Each tribe spoke its own language, but over time they formed a common language called 

“Englisc” or “Old English” 
o No written language initially  relied on oral tradition and storytelling to pass down history 

 
Religious Information 
• Strong belief in fate (wyrd) – thought that fate controlled everything 
• Polytheistic religion – believed in many gods that were often related to natural elements 
• Christianity arrived in 597 C.E. with Saint Augustine, a Catholic monk 

o Monasteries were built and Christianity spread quickly as missionaries spread the word 
 
Literary Information 
• “Old English” was a primarily an oral language; history spread through storytelling and songs  

o Runes – alphabet used by early Anglo-Saxons, letters believed to have special powers 
• Poetry was the dominant genre and riddles were popular 
• Christianity helped literacy spread and led to a written language (English) 
• Old English poetry has a strong rhythm with each line divided into two parts by a pause (caesura)   

o Original text – space indicated caesura, modern translations - commas indicate caesura 
• “Old English” doesn’t look or sound like modern English (you are reading a translation!) 
 

Works Cited 
 
"Anglo-Saxons." BBC Primary History. BBC, n.d. Web. 3 Feb 2013. 

 Beowulf. Language of Literature: British Literature. Ed. Arthur N. Applebee. Evanston: McDougal Littell,  

2000. 28-31. Print. 
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Your First & Last Name 

Yi/Llanos/DiSalvo 

English 10 Honors  

Date Assignment is Due 

HCTA: Heroism in Beowulf 

Theme: Being a hero means facing obstacles others have failed to conquer. 

Quote 1:  

No one knows its bottom, / No wisdom reaches such depths. A deer, / Hunted 

through the woods by packs of hounds, / A stag with great horns, though driven 

through the forest / From faraway places, prefers to die / On those shores, refuses 

to save its life / In that water. It isn’t far, nor is it / A pleasant spot! When the 

wind stirs / And storms, waves splash toward the sky, / As dark as the air, as black 

as the rain / That the heavens weep. Our only help, / Again, lies with you. 

Grendel’s mother / Is hidden in her terrible home, in a place / You’ve not seen. 

Seek it, if you dare! (Beowulf 433-446) 

 Throughout the pages of Beowulf, the story-teller utilizes similes and personification to 

emphasize the dangers of the depths of the ocean that Beowulf volunteered to travel across to 

defeat Grendel’s mother—a mission no man has successfully accomplished. Regarding the 

similes, Hrothgar describes the perilous environment of the ocean to be “as dark as the air” and 

“as black as the rain” (Beowulf 37-38). This description of the adventure Beowulf chose to 

embark on draws attention to the fact that, despite Hrothgar’s warnings of the imminent death 

that would meet Beowulf before he could reach the lair of Grendel’s mother, Beowulf chose to 

go through with his decision. This idea is further reinforced by the statement that the ocean 

HCTA Models 
This model provides two strong block quote examples. For your HCTA, you should include three strong block quotes and analytical 

paragraphs. Remember, these are only models, not templates; your assignment should not copy the models. 

Commented [LCPS1]: This is the thematic concept that the 
theme is about 

Commented [LCPS2]: Unity & Coherence: The literary 
terms discussed in the analysis are the focus of the topic 
sentence. 

Commented [LCPS3]: Unity & Coherence: Provides 
context to what is going on in the story 

Commented [LCPS4]: Unity & Coherence: Alludes to the 
theme that is developed in the quote.  

Commented [LCPS5]: Concrete Details: References small 
segments of the block quote in the analytical paragraph (the 
examples of the literary terms) 

Commented [LCPS6]: Concrete Details: Provides a 

parenthetical citation to indicate where the quote comes from 

Commented [LCPS7]: Commentary & Analysis: Analyzes 
how the simile is used to support/emphasize the theme  
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compares to the rain “that the heavens weep” (Beowulf 437). Through the personification of 

heaven, the author is emphasizing the severity of the water’s dangers, again proving that 

Beowulf’s courage is what is driving him to complete the seemingly impossible task. Beowulf’s 

decision adds to his characterization as a hero by illustrating that he is willing to go to “such 

depths” that no man has succeeded in before (Beowulf 433). The similes and personification, 

cautioning travelers like Beowulf against the dangers of the ocean, reinforces the theme that 

Beowulf’s heroism is defined by his willingness to continue on despite the obstacles. 

Quote 2: 

Quickly, the dragon came at him, encouraged / As Beowulf fell back; its breath 

flared, / And he suffered, wrapped around in swirling / Flames—a king, before, 

but now / A beaten warrior. None of his comrades / Came to him, helped him, his 

brave and noble / Followers; they ran for their lives, fled / Deep in a wood. And 

only one of them / Remained, stood there, miserable, remembering / As a good 

man must, what kinship should mean. (Beowulf 687-696) 

 Towards the closing pages of Beowulf, strong imagery and a cliché emphasize the 

heroism of Wiglaf, a young warrior who stood by Beowulf’s side while others failed to do the 

same. Within the scene, imagery is present in the description of Beowulf’s suffering at the hands 

of the dragon, “wrapped around in swirling flames” (Beowulf 688). The imagery, in addition, 

played a role in emphasizing the cowardliness of Beowulf’s soldiers, who “fled deep in a wood” 

while only one person, Wiglaf, remained (Beowulf 690-691). The distressing images describe the 

dangerous situation, thereby emphasizing the consequences of abandoning Beowulf and the 

heroism that drove Wiglaf to stay. Other than the imagery, the evidence of a cliché in the passage 

also drove the reader’s attention to this abandonment when it was stated that the men “ran for 

Commented [LCPS8]: Concrete Details: Provides a 
second example of a literary device (including a quote) and 
the correct parenthetical citation 

Commented [LCPS9]: Commentary & Analysis: Relates 
the second literary term example to the theme 

Commented [LCPS10]: Commentary & Analysis: Explains 

how both literary terms work together to illustrate the theme 

Commented [LCPS11]: Unity & Coherence: The 
concluding sentence synthesizes all of the ideas of the 
paragraph without simply restating what has already been 
said 

Commented [LCPS12]: Unity & Coherence: The literary 
terms discussed in the analysis are the focus of the topic 
sentence. 

Commented [LCPS13]: Unity & Coherence: Alludes to the 
theme that is developed in the quote.  

Commented [LCPS14]: Unity & Coherence: Provides 
context to what is going on in the story 

Commented [LCPS15]: Concrete Details: References 
small segments of the block quote in the analytical paragraph 
(the examples of the literary terms) 

Commented [LCPS16]: Concrete Details: Provides a 

parenthetical citation to indicate where the quote comes from 

Commented [LCPS17]: Commentary & Analysis: 
Analyzes how the imagery is used to support/emphasize the 
theme 

Commented [LCPS18]: Commentary & Analysis: 
Analyzes how the simile is used to support/emphasize the 
theme 
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their lives” (Beowulf 690). Interpreting the cliché literally, it is clear that the soldiers recognized 

they could not successfully defeat the dragon—and therefore ran to avoid being killed. Because 

Wiglaf stayed behind, he demonstrated the bravery and loyalty that the others failed to possess. 

Through the use imagery and cliché, Wiglaf is characterized as a hero in this scene by staying by 

Beowulf’s side and defeating the dragon while the rest of his troops fled; this heroism augments 

the theme by proving that he was able to do two things the others failed to: face the dragon alive, 

and—more importantly—maintain his loyalty to Beowulf. 

 

Works Cited 

Beowulf. Language of Literature: British Literature. Ed. Arthur N. Applebee. Evanston:  

McDougal Littell, 2000. 33-60. Print.

Commented [LCPS19]: Concrete Details: Provides a 
second example of a literary device (including a quote) and 
the correct parenthetical citation 

Commented [LCPS20]: Commentary & Analysis: Relates 
the second literary term example to the theme 

Commented [LCPS21]: Unity & Coherence: The 
concluding sentence synthesizes all of the ideas of the 
paragraph without simply restating what has already been 
said 

Commented [LCPS22]: Make sure to note that your source is 
different. Please reference the note above. 
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HCTA Rubric  
English 10 Honors  

Component  Not Yet Beginning Emerging Competent Experienced Mastered 
0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 

Unity & 
Coherence 
(topic sentences, 
transitions, and 

concluding 
sentences) 

The author does 
not use unity & 

coherence 
conventions. 

The author inconsistently 
uses unity & coherence 
conventions to focus the 
paragraphs. One or two 
of the conventions may 

not be used at all. 

The author uses two of the 
unity & coherence 

conventions adequately to 
focus the paragraphs. One 
convention is attempted, 

but inadequate. 

The author uses adequate 
topic sentences, appropriate 
transitions, and concluding 
sentences that summarize 
to focus the paragraphs. 

The author uses strong topic 
sentences, transitions, and 
concluding sentences that 

synthesize to focus the 
paragraphs, but there is some 

inconsistency. 

The author consistently uses 
succinct topic sentences, 
seamless transitions, and 
concluding sentences that 

synthesize to focus the 
paragraphs. 

Concrete 
Details  
(in analytic 

paragraphs) 

The author does 
not reference 

specific 
evidence (use 

quotes in 
paragraphs). 

OR 
References are 
inconsistent and 

citations and 
embedding are 

not correct. 

The author references 
specific evidence 

(quotes) inconsistently 
throughout the 

assignment to establish 
the purposeful use of 
literary devices. All 
quoted evidence is 

embedded within an 
original sentence (not 

floating by itself), but is 
not correctly cited. 

The author references 
specific evidence (quotes) 
inconsistently throughout 

the assignment to 
establish the purposeful 

use of literary devices. All 
quoted evidence is 

correctly cited using a 
parenthetical citation but is 

not always embedded 
within an original sentence 
(may be floating by itself). 

The author references 
specific evidence (quotes) 
inconsistently (less than 

twice per paragraph) 
throughout the assignment 
to establish the purposeful 

use of literary devices (cited 
& embedded).  OR 
Quoted evidence is 
consistent, but is not 
consistently cited or 

correctly embedded within 
an original sentence. 

The author references specific 
evidence (quotes) consistently 
throughout the assignment to 

establish the purposeful use of 
literary devices. All quoted 

evidence is correctly cited using 
a parenthetical citation but is not 

always embedded within an 
original sentence (may be 

floating by itself). 

The author references specific 
evidence (quotes) consistently (at 

least twice per paragraph) 
throughout the assignment to 

establish the purposeful use of 
literary devices. All quoted 

evidence is correctly cited using a 
parenthetical citation and 

embedded within an original 
sentence (not floating by itself). 

Commentary 
& Analysis  

(in analytic 
paragraphs) 

The author does 
not reference 

the theme. 

The author summarizes 
the plot of the text rather 

than explaining the 
theme. 

The author mentions the 
theme. Further explanation 

of the theme and its 
relationship to the text is 

necessary. 

The author inadequately 
explains the theme. Further 
commentary explaining the 
theme’s relationship to the 

text is necessary. 

The author effectively and 
consistently explains the theme. 

Explanation provides insight 
indicating a basic understanding 

of the text. 

The author effectively and 
consistently explains the theme. 

Explanation provides insight 
indicating a deep understanding 

of the text. 

The author does 
not reference 

stylistic literary 
devices. 

The author incorrectly 
identifies two or more 
examples of stylistic 
literary devices. No 

connection to the theme 
may be indicated.   

The author consistently 
identifies examples of 

stylistic literary devices. 
No connection to the 

theme may be indicated.   

The author adequately, but 
inconsistently, explains how 

at least 1 stylistic literary 
device relates to the theme. 

The author adequately, but 
inconsistently, explains how at 
least 2 stylistic literary devices 

relate to the theme. 

The author effectively and 
consistently explains how at least 
2 stylistic literary devices relate to 

the theme. 

MLA Block 
Quotes 

There are 6+ 
MLA formatting 

errors in the 
block quotes. 

There are 5 mistakes in 
the MLA formatting of 

block quotes. 

There are 4 mistakes in 
the MLA formatting of 

block quotes. 

There are 3 mistakes in the 
MLA formatting of block 

quotes. 

There are 1-2 mistakes in the 
MLA formatting of block quotes. 

The block quotes adhere to all 
MLA style conventions. 

MLA Paper 
Formatting 

Does not follow 
MLA style 

conventions OR 
missing Works 

Cited page. 

There are 5 mistakes in 
the MLA formatting of the 

document. 

There are 4 mistakes in 
the MLA formatting of the 

document. 

There are 3 mistakes in the 
MLA formatting of the 

document. 

There is 1-2 mistakes in the 
MLA formatting of the document. 

Adheres to all MLA style 
convention (including the Works 

Cited page). 

Written 
Quality 

The assignment 
contains more 
than 10 written 
quality errors. 

The assignment contains 
10 written quality errors. 

The assignment contains 
7-9 written quality errors. 

The assignment contains 4-
6 written quality errors. 

The assignment contains 1-3 
written quality errors. 

The assignment contains no 
written quality errors, including: 

fused and/or fragmented 
sentences, punctuation, spelling, 

and capitalization. 

Vocabulary 
The author uses 

simplistic or 
weak word 

choice. 

The author uses 
adequate vocabulary, but 

there is no advanced 
language. 

The author consistently 
misuses advanced 

vocabulary OR makes 
some errors in the usage 

of words. 

Advanced vocabulary is 
used correctly in the 

assignment, but does not 
include 2+ vocab words 

from the 9th grade 
Vocabulary Workbook. 

Most advanced vocabulary is 
used correctly in the assignment 
(includes 2+ vocab words from 

the 9th grade Vocabulary 
Workbook). 

All advanced vocabulary is 
consistently used correctly in the 
assignment (includes 2+ vocab 

words from the 9th grade 
Vocabulary Workbook). 

On-Time Completion   
Total Points Earned: _________/50 

 

 
Letter Grade: _________ 
 

0 points 
Both parts of assignment 

were submitted late. 

5 points 
Either online OR hard copy of 
assignment was submitted late. 

10 points  
Both parts of assignment were 

submitted on time. 
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MLA Style Guide: How to Format in Microsoft Word 
English 10 Honors  

 
How do I stop Microsoft Word from messing up my formatting? 

 
 
 
What goes in the heading? 
 
Your First & Last Name 

Hargis/Gottlieb 

English 10 Honors 

Assignment Due Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The very first thing you should do 
when typing your paper is click on the 
“No Spacing” button. If you’ve already 
typed up your paper, select everything 
in your paper (do this by holding the 
“Control” button and hit the letter “A”)  
and then click the button. Next, be sure 
to change the font to Times New 
Roman size 12 font! 

How do I put page numbers on my paper? 
 

1. Click on “Insert.” 
2. Click on the “Page Number” button. 
3. Select “Top of the Page” and the third option 

“Plain Number 3.” 
4. Click to the left of the number. Type in your 

last name. 
5. Highlight your name and the page number and 

then change the font to Times New Roman 
size 12. 

6. Click on “Design” and select the “Different First 
Page” check-box in the options section. This 
will make your page number disappear from 
the first page, but it will appear on all other 
pages…exactly like it’s supposed to.   
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How do I double space my paper? 

  
 
 

What should my title look like?  

 
 

With everything selected (Control + 
A), click on the “2.0” option in your 
“Line Spacing” drop-down box to 
double space your paper. 

The title is centered on 
the page and there is  
NO special “formatting.” 
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HCTA Final Checklist 
English 10 Honors  

 
1. Check the correctness of the MLA formatting. 

� Heading        
� Title              
� Block quotes  
� Paragraphs  

� Citations          
� Page numbers  
� Works Cited     
� Other              

 
2. Stylistic Literary Devices 

� Do you have a total of three block quotes that each relate to the theme 
provided? 
 

� Have you identified two literary devices/examples of stylistic literary devices in 
each quote? List which stylistic literary element that you analyzed in each quote. 
 Stylistic Literary 

Device  #1 
Stylistic Literary 
Device #2 

Stylistic Literary 
Device #3 

Quote #1  
 
 

  

Quote #2  
 
 

  

Quote #3  
 
 

  

 
3. Review each element of your essay to ensure that you will receive full credit. 

� In red, underline the topic sentence.  

� In blue, underline the concluding sentence.  

� Highlight examples of five advanced vocabulary words (from the 9th grade 

Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workbook). 

 
 


